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A PROPOSAL for 800 homes at 
Northbrook Park is the “wrong de-
velopment in the wrong place”, ac-
cording to TV’s Phil Spencer.

The presenter’s comments were 
shared on October 8 at Bentley Ac-
tion Group’s public meeting in the 
village church and echoed similar 
concerns from celebrity gardener 
Alan Titchmarsh.

The project is still at a draft 
stage and will employ “garden vil-
lage principles” to deliver homes, 
a school, shops and employment 
space creating a “self-contained 
community” on land off the A31.

David Jobbins, from planning 
consultancy Luken Beck, insisted 
the project will have its own infra-
structure and will not significantly 
impact on Bentley’s amenities.

A key concern is the increase in 
traffic compounded by the fear 800 
homes is just the start. 

Bentley Action Group member 
Bruce Powell highlighted govern-
ment guidelines on garden villages 
which require “a minimum” of 
1,500 homes to be viable.

Mr Jobbins “fully acknowl-
edged” the traffic worries but be-
lieves a new roundabout on the 
A31, combined with additional 
improvements to other routes, will 
provide suitable mitigation. 

He said many objections, in-
cluding concerns about highways, 

drainage and flooding, are “covered 
by legislation” adding that if the 
scheme does not comply “it won’t 
proceed – it’s as simple as that”. 

Mr Powell presented a chart 
using the district council’s own 15 
“key constraint criteria” traffic light 
system. These include “specific en-
vironmental or social factors” such 
as the impact on listed buildings, 
nearby conservation areas and 
proximity to the South Downs Na-
tional Park. 

He said of all ten sites being 
considered in the local plan con-
sultation, Northbrook had the most 
“reds” making it the least suitable.

Mr Titchmarsh commented: “As 
a long-term resident of Holybourne, 
the rural countryside is a matter of 
great importance to me. 

“I believe there are far better 
sites in East Hants to build 800-plus 
houses than at Northbrook.”

Froyle resident Mr Spencer is 
“in principle supportive of housing 
development, especially affordable 
homes” but “this is the wrong de-
velopment in the wrong place”. 

“As proposed, it is not in any 
way sustainable and I do not be-
lieve it is either suitable or deliver-
able,” he added.

Celebrity voices add to 
Northbrook objections
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Homes will add 
to pollution woes
THE 800-HOME development at 
Northbrook Park will exacerbate 
Farnham’s traffic and pollution 
issues unless there is “significant 
expenditure” on the town’s road 
layout, a councillor has warned.

In his response to East Hampshire 
District Council’s consultation on 
large development sites, Farnham 
and Waverley councillor David 
Beaman states the Northbrook Park 
developers “clearly accept” the 
scheme would generate additional 
car journeys to and from Farnham.

As highlighted by the Herald’s 
Cut the Pollution campaign, 
Farnham “already suffers high levels 
of traffic congestion (with associated 
air pollution)”, he continued, 
adding: “There is no easy solution 
to resolve Farnham’s traffic and air 
pollution problems unless there is 
significant expenditure on new road 
construction resulting in building 
either a Wrecclesham bypass and/or 
a western relief road.”
CUT POLLUTION n Pages 16-17

Mind the gap
COUNCILS in the south east face 
a £3.1 billion funding gap by 2025, 
according to research by the Trades 
Union Congress (TUC).

Central government grants to local 
authorities in the south east have 
already been cut by 69 per cent since 
2010. 

In 2010, central government 
grants accounted for around half of 
local authority budgets. But by 2025, 
this figure is expected to fall to just 
nine per cent, says the TUC, and 
warned further cuts to services are 
likely as a result.

Shaun the Sheep – pictured with friends at Alice Holt Forest, ready to join you on the trail!

Shaun the Sheep trail for Alice Holt
FORESTRY England has 
launched a Shaun the Sheep 
activity trail just in time for the 
release of the new movie.

Shaun the Sheep: 
Farmageddon is set to be 
released tomorrow, but 
families can enjoy the new trail 
at Alice Holt Forest today.

Following the special 
Glow Trail through the forest, 

children can help Shaun rescue 
Lu-La, an alien who has crash 
landed.

Along the 2km trail, 
children can use the special 
UV light pen-torch to guide the 
way and solve the trail puzzles 
with the activity sheet or free 
phone app.

Glow trail kits are available 
to buy at the Alice Holt visitor 

centre for £3.50, and include 
the pen-torch, Shaun the Sheep 
ears, a clue sheet, activity 
booklet, sticker sheet and a 
pencil to make notes and take 
answers along the way.

Alice Holt is also hosting a 
special Shaun the Sheep 3km 
Glow Run on October 29.

For details, see www.
forestryengland.uk/shaunthesheep

Clients come first at Home Instead Senior Care
Home Instead Senior Care East Hampshire and Midhurst is
delighted to announce that they have received an Outstanding

rating in ‘care’ during their most recent inspection by the
Care Quality Commission (CQC), the regulator of health and

social care in England.
People unanimously told inspectors that staff treated them with
kindness, empathy and compassion and that ‘People were
truly respected and valued as individuals; and empowered

as partners in their care in an exceptional service.’
Mike Colvin, owner of Home Instead East Hampshire said,
“We are delighted to have received such high praise from the
CQC. It is a testament to the hard work and dedication of

our entire team.”

If you would like more information about the services offered by Home Instead or would like
to find out about becoming a CAREGiver, please call 01420 552544 or visit our website
homeinstead.co.uk/easthampshireandmidhurst
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